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Abstract For a proper understanding of the present evolution of the commerce with services we have to start 
from the Romanian tertiary sector analysis for the period 1990 – present time. The study analyses the evolution 
of the three sectors, mainly the tertiary sector considering some indicators and the dynamics of the Romanian 
services importation and exportation during 2003 – 2006. 
 
Till 1898 the increase of the percentage of occupied population with services (from 
14,4% to 27%) was slower than in industry (from 15,1% to 38,1%) and the contribution of the 
services to the Gross National product increased in the same period from 13,4% to 26,1%. In 
this period the most important services were those for the population (natural persons) not for 
enterprises (legal persons), so that some support services for the modern society remained 
behind (telecommunications, transportation, bank services and insurances, etc.). 
After 1990 the situation became, as we can observe in table 1, more favorable for the 
tertiary sector (the services), the occupied population in this sector reaching 37,5% in 2005. 
 
Table 1The structure of the occupied population in Romania (%) 
 
No. Sector 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2005/1990 
 
1. Primary 30,4 29,4 29,0 34,4 41,37 32,2 +1,8 
2. Secondary 43,5 44,7 43,5 33,6 27,3 30,4 -13,1 
3. Tertiary 26,1 25,9 27,5 32,0 31,3 37,5 +11,0 
4. Total 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0  
Source: INS-Statistical Annual reports of Romania-1981,1986,1991,1996,2001,2006 
 
         If we analyze the main domains of the tertiary sector were we have activity of the 
occupied population, the first place in 2005 is taken by commerce, followed by the 
transportations and telecommunications, public administration and education. 
 
Table 2 The occupied population structure for the tertiary sector in Romania (2005) 
 
No Sector 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2005/1990 
(+-) 
1. Commerce 18,9 18,0 18,0 28,5 28,7 28,3 +9,4 
2. Hotels and restaurants 5,8 6,1 6,2 4,1 3,4 4,4 -1,4 
3. Transportations 23,9 23,9 22,3 15,1 12,1 13,2 -10,7 
4. Post office and 
telecommunications 
3,0 3,0 3,2 3,2 3,4 - - 
5. Bank activities, finance 
and insurance  
1,0 1,0 1,3 2,3 2,7 9,3 +8,3 
6. Financial transactions and 
other services 
10,9 12,0 13,0 10,7 10,0 - - 
7. Public administration, 
defense, compulsory social 
assistance   
2,9 2,6 2,9 4,3 5,4 15,2 +12,3 
8. Education 14,4 13,7 13,8 14,4 15,5 12,1 -2,3 
9. Health and social 
assistance  
10,7 10,9 10,7 11,0 12,6 10,3 -0,4 
10. Other services 8,5 8,8 8,5 6,4 5,9 7,2 -1,3 
Source: INS- Statistical Annual reports of Romania -2006 
 
Table 3.The contribution of the economical sectors to the gross national product 
 
No Sector 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000* 2005 2005/1990 
(+-) 
1. primary 13,4 14,9 21,8 19,8 12,5 8,5 -4,9 
2. Secondary 57,3 52,8 45,9 39,5 36,3 30,5 -26,8 
3. tertiary 29,3 32,3 32,3 40,7 51,2 61,0 +31,7 
4. Total 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0  
*V.A.B. 
Source: INS- Statistical Annual reports of Romania -1981,1986,1991,1996,2001,2006 
 
The percentage of the three sectors considering the contribution to the gross national 
product shows: 
 The decreasing tendency of the primary sector to the gross internal product; 
 The decrease of the percentage of the secondary sector; 
 The important increase of the percentage for the tertiary sector (services) to the 
contribution of the gross national product (from 32,3% in 1990 to 61% in 2005). 
With a percentage of only 0,2% in the value volume of international 
importation/exportation of services in 2005, Romania owned a marginal place in the 
international commerce with services. Still the Romania’s place in the international commerce 
with services increased during 1990 – 2006 from 0.1% to 0.2%. 
UE-25 is biggest exporter and importer of services from the entire world, with 46% of 
global exportation and 44% of global importation, which in 2005 were 2415 billion USD and 
2345 billion USD. From the EU member countries we can mention some countries with high 
percentages in the exchanges with services: Great Britain (7.8% exportation, 6.6% 
importation), Germany (6.2% and 8.6%), France (4.8% in both cases).  
The difference between Romania and EU in this domain is big, but when Romania 
became a member country, our country was admitted in circle of the greatest beneficiaries and 
suppliers of services.   
 
Table 4. Services and external payments 
Mil. Euro 
Year Credit Debit Balance 
1990 610 787 -177 
1995 4.494 1.684 -190 
2000 1.767 2.021 -254 
2001 1.994 2.230 -290 
2005 4.104 4.448 -344 
Source: INS: Statistical Annual reports of Romania  1991,1996,2002,2006 
 
The services mentioned in the payment reports have a negative balance during 1990 – 
2005 (the incomes from services exportation were less than the expenses with importation of 
services), the maximum deficit being in 2005: -344 mil. Euro. 
After 2003 the situation of the international exchanges with services of Romania 
improved. In 2006 we registered a positive balance due to the dynamics of services 
exportation and the decrease of importation resulting a saving of 6 million Euro, compared to 
2005 when we registered the highest deficit.  
 
Table 5. The evolution of commerce with services (2003-2006) 
 
 Value Volume, 
(millions Euro ) 
Increase rhythm  
(%) 
2003 2004 20051 20062 2004/03 2005/04 2006/05 
Credit 2.671 2.903 4.104 5.513 8,7 41,4 34,4 
Debit 2.609 3.116 4.448 5.507 19,4 42,7 23,8 
Balance  62 -213 -344 6    
1- reviewed data, 2- provisional data 
Source: Tribuna Economica magazine no. 19/May 2007, page 90 
 
In 2006, if we analyze the structure of the commerce with services, we can notice: 
 The transportations own 27% of the total income resulted from the exportation of 
services and 35% from the payment for service importation; 
 Tourism owns 19% of exportation and importation; 
 Other services 54% exportation and 47% importation. 
The structure of “other services” means: constructions, business services (supplied for 
enterprises) – communication services, financial, insurance, informational, juridical, 
consulting, marketing, research – development, etc. These services were very dynamic and 
help the Romanian commerce of services to reach the European and international commerce. 
There are business services where, still in 2006, the value of importation exceeded the 
exportation. Here we can mention: financial services, insurance, license fees and author 
rights, juridical services, managerial consulting, etc.  
 
Table 6.The structure of commerce of services (2003-2006) 
 % of the components in the total 
commerce of services (%) 
Increase Rhythm (%) 
2003 2004 20051 20062 2004/03 2005/04 2006/05 
CREDIT: 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0    
Transportation 39,8 43,1 29,0 27,0 17,8 -5,0 25,2 
Tourism 14,8 14,0 20,8 18,8 2,5 109,3 21,4 
Other services 45,4 42,9 50,2 54,2 2,7 65,6 45,0 
DEBIT: 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0    
Transportation 38,2 38,7 35,6 34,7 21,0 31,3 20,8 
Tourism 16,2 13,9 16,8 18,8 2,6 73,2 38,0 
Other services 45,6 47,4 47,6 46,5 24,1 43,3 20,9 
1- reviewed data, 2- provisional data 
Source: Tribuna Economica no. 19/May 2007, page 91 
 
 If we analyze the services sector of Timis county, this had in the last years special 
movement, being registered in the international trend of development of the tertiary sector. 
Beside the local companies, with various services offer, focused on the needs of the clients, 
the presence of the international companies from this sector makes the improvement of the 
quality of services to be a priority.1 
The main factor of increase was the dynamics of the supplied services to other 
economical agents. We can notice a development of the following services: business 
consulting needed to start a business (services supplied by CCIAT,  PriceWaterhouseCoopers, 
Ernst&Young, KPMG etc), lawyer offices and juridical consulting, accountability and audit, 
consulting in different fields, evaluation and liquidation companies, recruiting and placement 
services for the human resources, etc.  
The business volume of the services provided for the enterprises, registered by the 
companies of Timis county, represents 58.4% of the total for the West Region and 3.7% of 
the country, in 2004.2 
The turnover of the companies which provide services for the enterprises represents 
62.24% of the total turnover of the services sector. The activities had different contributions 
to the realization of the turnover: 16.9% real estate transactions, 1.2% renting services, 1.4% 
research – development, 23.3% consulting services, 10.1% professional services, 47.1% other 
services.  
A favorable evolution can be notice also for the services for population (medical 
services, educational, social, professional, informational, entertainment, sports and leisure 
services). The business volume of this sector represents 48.5% of the total registered for the 
West region and 2.8% of national total. The turnover of these companies represent 30.35% of 
the total turnover of the services from the market. The contributions were: 22.46% medical 
services, 6.92% educational, 5.01% social services, 5.02% professional, 7.37% informational, 
6.16% entertainment, 7.38% cultural, 6.18% sports, 17.62% leisure, 13.80% other services for 
population.   
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